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God’s Leaders

Do you see yourself as a dependent follower or as a gifted leader who
influences others?

As a person with a disability, I used to avoid leadership roles in
my career as an IT consultant. I viewed myself as a team player do-
ing exactly what my managers wanted me to do. I had the idea that
my speech challenges would make it next to impossible for me to be
a leader. But one of my managers strongly encouraged me to pursue
leadership regardless of my disability. Slowly, I began to implement my
manager’s suggestions and have become a passionate leader today.

The Bible talks about the speech challenges of one of history’s most
successful leaders. Moses wanted God to find someone else to lead the
Israelites because he didn’t see himself as a suitable candidate for the
assignment. Moses didn’t realize he was molded with a purpose by
God to lead God’s people to the Promised Land. Like Moses, I didn’t
see how God had been preparing me to challenge others to reach their
greatest potential for the Kingdom.

Read Exodus 3 and 4, and you’ll see that Moses made one excuse
after another because he was focused on his limitations rather than on
God. As we turn from looking at disabilities to gazing on God, He be-
gins to do wonderful things as He unfolds His plan for our lives. I don’t
find anywhere in the Bible, following Moses’ encounter at the burning
bush, where his speech was ever an issue. As Moses became passionate
about answering God’s call, God gave him amazing leadership skills for
the next 40 years.

After I stopped making excuses for why I couldn’t lead, God gave me
leadership opportunities. While it is an honor to lead professionally, it
is a greater joy to inspire others not to be defined by their difficulties
but to overcome them with God’s help.

“Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say”
(Exodus 4:12, NIV).
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