
Upcoming Events

2006 North Central 
Regional Winter Retreat 

February 24-26, 2006

2006 Summer Get Aways
Oklahoma - May 22-26
Illinois - May 29-June 2

So. Missouri - June 5-9
Arizona - June 5-9

Rocky Mtn. - June 12-16
Wisconsin - June 26-30 
New York - July 17-21
Kentucky - July 24-28

Appalachia - July 31-Aug 4
Arkansas - Aug 7-11

Iowa - Aug 14-18
Minnesota - Aug 21-25

Alabama - Aug 28-Sept 1

Pray for...
…the ability to continue to reach people
with disabilities with God’s Love
…financial subsidies to help reduce
Summer Get Away costs for people with
disabilities
...friends and family of Millie Shirley,
from our IL program who recently
passed away
...the family of Lauren Alexander who
also went to be with the Lord

Nat’l Summer Get Away Coordinators move to Waupaca
Darrel & Leslie Niemann have been volunteers with the Special Touch Summer Get
Away Program since the summer of 1984. In the fall of 2000, they came on staff as
the National Summer Getaway Coordinators. While each of the Summer Get Away’s
have their own volunteer coordinator, the National Coordinators facilitate this
program on a National Level. They spend the year planning events, securing
locations, speakers, and supplies, and writing and negotiating contracts on behalf of
all 13 Summer Get Away Programs. In addition, they oversee the Central Processing
Office and train and assist new Summer Get Away Coordinators and staff, getting

them off to a solid start.
This time of year they are especially busy preparing
for the upcoming season and making sure
applications are mailed out to everyone who has
attended a Summer Get Away Program in the recent
past, including all guests, staff, and C.I.T.’s.

Darrel & Leslie have recently purchased a house and
moved to Waupaca, WI  to work from the National
Office.  They are currently attending Waupaca First
Assembly of God.
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Updates
Monthly E-newsletter - Special Touch
Ministry, Inc. will be starting a new
monthly email newsletter. If you are
interested in receiving this email
communication, please contact us at
ministry@specialtouch.org with your
email address.
Website - The Servant’s Heart Newsletter is
available online at www.specialtouch.org.
Check it out!
Donating - You can now donate online by
credit card, check out our contribution
page at: www.specialtouch.org

2006 Winter Retreat Set for February 24-25

SSuurrvviivvoorr is the theme of the 2006 North Central Regional
Winter Retreat. This annual event provides a great
opportunity for people to get together, have fun,  make
new friends, or just get out of the house during the long
winter. Exciting activities are planned for this weekend
such as visiting local attractions and our special “SSuurrvviivvoorr
BBaannqquueett”.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. Please note, Caregivers are not provided for this
event! If you need a caregiver, you must make your own arrangements. Also, you
must make your own reservations at Best Western Grand Seasons Hotel. The Special
Touch Block rates vary from $65-$80 per night, plus tax and include the Water Park
and Breakfast Buffet. In addition, cost for this exciting weekend is $35 per person.
Registration forms are available on our website or by calling the Special Touch
National Office. The deadline for registration is February 15, 2006.
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Disability in our Nation!
In President Bush’s 2006 Fiscal Year
Federal Budget State and Federal agencies
have cut funding, which in turn decreases
the funds for people with disabilities.
Changes in Medicare and Medicaid have
increased premiums for many people with
disabilities. In addition, children born
with mental and developmental
disabilities will suffer if Medicaid’s Early
Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and
Treatment (EPSDT) program is not
available. This program can prevent and
minimize disability through early regular
health screenings and treatments. These
budget cuts have seemed to hit our
nation’s most vulnerable populations.

The president’s 2007 Fiscal Year budget is
due to come out in February 2006. While
the war in Iraq continues, funding is
being used to rebuild after the effects of
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and oil
prices continue to rise. It looks like the
government will continue to cut
spending, which will hurt the disability
community. The president’s budget is a
daunting task and serves only as a
guideline for government spending. The
United States Congress makes the final
decision where Federal funds are spent. 

What can you do? Get involved! Contact
your local congressmen. Let them know
people with disabilities are important to
you. Encourage them to vote for
programs that increase funds for people
with disabilities and decrease their daily
expenses. 

Secondly, you can help by funding a non-
profit disability organization which fills in
the gaps, such as Special Touch Ministry.
By making a donation or sponsoring a
person with a disability to the Special
Touch Summer Get Away program you
can ease their financial burden.
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Special Prayer Request - by Brad Mattrisch

As a result of my brain damage or Cerebral Palsy, I am challenged by a condition known as
Spasticity. Which is tightness or stiffness of my muscles. Basically, my brain and my muscles
don't work well together resulting in mobility problems. I had a handful of surgeries since I was
16 years old to lengthen tendons in my ankles and legs. However, these surgeries only dealt with
the symptoms of the problem and would need to be repeated as I got older.

As a person with Cerebral Palsy ages, their muscles restrict, leading to other health problems
which require more assistance. In talking to my doctor on how to maintain my independence,
he suggested that I consider the Baclofen Pump that would give me more control of my body
as I age.

I believe that the man who waited 38 years to be healed by Jesus,
during His earthy ministry, was at the point of physical and
emotional desperation. Through my ministry with Special Touch,
I meet many people who are in similar circumstances. I agree with
the writer in Hebrews that Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and
forever. If He did miracles yesterday, then He will do miracles
today! Clearly, the Great Physician does not need a pump to heal
me. The God who created the heaven and the earth is more than
able to restore these brain cells.

Some have told me that I lack faith if I get the pump while others
have said  I lack faith if I did not get the pump. Some people have
told me I should fear the risks associated with the pump while
others have said I should fear what may happen to my body
without the pump. However, my Bible says “we have not been
given a spirit of fear.” Romans says “everything that does not
comes from faith is sin.” Therefore, my decision must be based on
faith rather than fear, though it is natural to have concerns. I must

respond in faith to whatever the Spirit of God puts on my heart.

As I began praying about my decision, I sensed the Lord calling me to trust Him with this
ordeal. I also sensed I need to do the natural and believe Him for the supernatural. Therefore,
after prayer and much research, I decided to give this a try on January 20, at Froedhert Hospital
in Milwaukee. I would certainly not want to do it without the Lord going with me. If the Lord
uses a pump to improve my life, that is His prerogative. One reason He may allow us to have
surgery is to reveal His power to doctors and nurses and to use us as witnesses within the greater
disabled community.

The Bible says it is a privilege of the children of God to bring our requests to the Lord.
Therefore, I am asking you to pray for the following that the Lord may reveal His power:

� That surgery would go well. No medical treatment is a guaranteed thing like the
touch of God. It is His touch that I desire in all of this.
� That there would be no complications - There is a chance that I could have a spinal
leak. 
� For a speedy recovery - I will need to lay flat on my back for the first 36 to 48 hours. 
� That this would merely be a stepping stone to what God has for me. 
� For an opportunity to minister - Froedhert is a center for the disabled community in
Milwaukee and I want to share the love of Jesus in that place. 
� For strength for my family - After watching my mom pass away, they are very leery of
doctors and surgeries. 
� Ministry of Special Touch - There are some things where we must see the power of
God.

Thank you for praying for me.
If you are facing situations that seems scary, then I encourage you to email Brad at
bmattrisch@specialtouch.org so he can correspond with you.

Brad Mattrisch
Echapter Coordinator

Special Touch 
Ministry, Inc.


